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Abstract: This paper explores the nature and usage of collocations in modern English 

through a corpus-based approach. By analyzing large linguistic datasets, the study identifies 

common patterns, frequency distributions, and semantic relationships between words. The 

research highlights the importance of collocations in achieving fluency and naturalness in 

language use, particularly for second language learners. The findings demonstrate that corpus 

linguistics provides reliable insights into authentic language usage and supports effective 

language teaching methodologies. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language is not a random combination of words; rather, it is structured through 

predictable patterns and associations. One of the most important aspects of lexical 

organization is collocation—the tendency of certain words to co-occur more frequently than 

would be expected by chance. For example, English speakers say "make a decision" rather 

than "do a decision," demonstrating how collocational knowledge contributes to natural 

language use. 

In recent decades, corpus linguistics has revolutionized the study of language by 

providing access to large collections of authentic texts. These corpora allow researchers to 

analyze real-life usage patterns and uncover statistical regularities in language. This study 

focuses on examining collocations in modern English using corpus-based methods, aiming to 

provide insights into their structure, classification, and pedagogical implications. 

2. Literature Review. Collocations have been widely studied in the field of linguistics. 

Early research emphasized their role in lexical competence and language fluency. Scholars 

such as Firth (1957) famously stated, “You shall know a word by the company it keeps,” 

highlighting the importance of word associations. 

Later studies categorized collocations into different types, including lexical and 

grammatical collocations. Lexical collocations involve combinations of content words (e.g., 

"strong tea"), while grammatical collocations involve a content word and a grammatical 

structure (e.g., "afraid of"). 

Corpus linguistics has significantly advanced collocation studies by introducing empirical 

methods. Sinclair (1991) and other researchers demonstrated how frequency and statistical 

measures such as Mutual Information (MI) can be used to identify significant collocations. 



Международный научный журнал                                                    № 43 (100),часть 1 
«Научный импульс»                                                                                 Марта, 2026 

      128 
 

3. Methodology. This study adopts a corpus-based approach to analyze collocations in 

modern English. A representative corpus consisting of contemporary written and spoken 

texts was used for analysis. The corpus includes sources such as newspapers, academic texts, 

and conversational data. 

3.1 Data Collection 

The corpus contains millions of words collected from various domains to ensure 

diversity and representativeness. This allows for a comprehensive analysis of collocational 

patterns. 

3.2 Analytical Tools 

Several tools were used to extract and analyze collocations, including concordancers 

and frequency analysis software. Statistical measures such as frequency counts and 

collocation strength were applied. 

3.3 Criteria for Identifying Collocations 

Collocations were identified based on: 

Frequency of co-occurrence 

Statistical significance 

Semantic coherence 

4. Types of Collocations 

Collocations in modern English can be broadly classified into several categories. 

4.1 Lexical Collocations 

These involve combinations of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. Examples include: 

make a mistake 

heavy rain 

deeply concerned 

4.2 Grammatical Collocations 

These involve a lexical word combined with a preposition or grammatical structure: 

interested in 

dependent on 

4.3 Strong vs Weak Collocations 

Strong collocations occur almost exclusively together (e.g., "rancid butter"), while weak 

collocations are more flexible (e.g., "big house," "big problem"). 

4.4 Fixed vs Semi-Fixed Collocations 

Fixed collocations have little variation (e.g., "by and large"), while semi-fixed ones allow 

some variation. 

5. Findings and Analysis 

The corpus analysis revealed several important patterns in modern English collocations. 

5.1 Frequency Patterns 

High-frequency collocations tend to be more predictable and are essential for fluency. 

For example, "take a look" appears significantly more often than alternative combinations. 

5.2 Semantic Relationships 
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Collocations often reflect semantic relationships such as intensity ("strong argument") 

or evaluation ("serious problem"). 

5.3 Register Variation 

Different collocations are used in different contexts. Academic English favors formal 

collocations ("conduct research"), while spoken English uses more informal ones ("do 

research"). 

5.4 Learner Difficulties 

Language learners often struggle with collocations due to interference from their native 

language. Corpus-based data can help identify common errors and provide accurate usage 

examples. 

6. Pedagogical Implications 

The findings of this study have important implications for language teaching. 

6.1 Teaching Collocations 

Teachers should focus on teaching collocations as units rather than individual words. 

6.2 Use of Corpora in Classrooms 

Incorporating corpus tools can help learners explore authentic language usage. 

6.3 Materials Development 

Textbooks should include collocational patterns and exercises based on real data. 

7. Advantages of Corpus-Based Approach 

The corpus-based approach offers several benefits: 

Authentic data 

Objective analysis 

Large-scale evidence 

8. Limitations 

Despite its advantages, this approach has some limitations: 

Requires technical tools 

May overlook context-specific meanings 

9. Conclusion 

This study demonstrates that collocations play a crucial role in modern English. A 

corpus-based approach provides valuable insights into their usage, frequency, and structure. 

Understanding collocations is essential for achieving fluency and accuracy in language use. 

Future research can expand this study by analyzing specific genres or learner corpora. 
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