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Annotation: This article examines literature as an effective tool for fostering
intercultural understanding in a globalized world. It explores how literary texts function
as both a mirror and a window, enabling readers to reflect on their own cultural identities
while gaining insight into other cultures. The study highlights the role of literature in
developing empathy across cultural boundaries by engaging readers with diverse human
experiences related to migration, conflict, identity, and social inequality. Particular
attention is given to the inseparable relationship between language and culture in literary
discourse, as well as the significance of world literature and translation in building
cultural bridges between nations. Furthermore, the article discusses the pedagogical value
of multicultural literature in education and the contribution of postcolonial and minority
voices to intercultural justice. Finally, it considers the impact of digital literature and
online reading communities on contemporary intercultural dialogue. The article concludes
that literature remains a vital medium for promoting cultural awareness, tolerance, and
global interconnectedness.
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AHHOTanusA: B OJdaHHOU cmambe paccmMampueaemcsi Jumepamypa Kak
3ekmuBHbIll UHCMPYMEHM (HOPMUPOBAHUSI MEHCKYJAbMYPHO20 NOHUMAHUSL 8
ycaosusix  24106a4uU3Upo8AHHO20  Mupd.  AHaauzupyemcs, — KaKuM — 06pa3om
xydodxcecmaeHHble Mmekcmbl QYHKYUOHUPYIOM KAK «3epKa/1o» U «OKHO», N0380/55
yumamensiM  OCMbICAUBAMb  COOCMBEHHYI0  KYJbMypHYH0  UdeHmMu4Hocmb U
00HOBPEMEHHO noJy4Yams npedcmasseHue o Opyaux KyJabmypaX. B uccaedosanuu
noduepkusaemcsi poJ/ib JAumepamypsl 8 pazeumuu 3mnhamuu yepe3 npeodosieHue
KY/IbmypHbIX 2paHuy nocpedcmeom o06paujeHusi K pasHoOOpA3HOMY 4Hes08€4YeCcKoMY
onbimy, C8513aHHOMY C muzpayuell, KOH@PAUKMamu, UOeHMUYHOCMbI0 U COYUAIbHbIM
HepaseHcmeoM. 0co60e BHUMAHUE ydes1s1emcs Hepa3pbl8HOU C8513U S3blKA U KY/1bMypbl 8
AumepamypHom OQuckypce, d makdyce 3HA4YEHU MUpPOB8Ol Jumepamypwul U
XydoixcecmeeHH020 nepesoda 8 NOCMPOEHUU KY/JAbMYpPHbIX MOCMO8 Mmexcdy Hapodamu.
Kpome mozo, 6 cmambe paccmampusaemcsi hedazoz2u4eckasl — YeHHOCMb
MYAbMUKYJIbMYpPHOU  Aumepamypbl 8 00pazoeamesbHOM hpoyecce U 8K1a0
NOCMKO/IOHUA/IbHOU U MUHOPUMAPHOU Aumepamypbl 8 pa3gumue MexcKyJAbmypHol
cnpasedausocmu. B 3akaouenue anaauzupyemcsi eausiHue yug@poegoll 1umepamypbul u
OHAQUH-4UMAameabCKUxX coobujecm8 HA COBPEeMEHHbIU MENCKYAbmypHbll duaJoe.
Henaemcsi 8vi60d o0 mom, ymo aumepamypa ocmaemcs 6adCHeUWuMm cpedcmeoMm
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dopmuposaHusi KyAbmypHOU O0OCO3HAHHOCMU, MOJAEpaHMHOCMuU U 2/1004/1bHOU
83AUMOCBS3AHHOCMU.

KiroueBbie cioBa: MejxckysabmypHoe noHumaHue; Jlumepamypa u Ky/ibmypa;
Imnamusa e aumepamype; Muposasi numepamypa; Teopus u npakmuka nepegoda;
MyabmukyaemypHoe o6pa3zoeaHue; IlocmkosioHuanavbHass aumepamypa; Lugposas
Jumepamypa

INTRODUCTION

In an increasingly globalized world, intercultural understanding has become a vital
skill for peaceful coexistence and meaningful communication among nations. Literature,
as a reflection of human experience, plays a crucial role in fostering this understanding.
Through stories, characters, and language, literature enables readers to explore diverse
cultures, challenge stereotypes, and develop empathy toward others. As both an artistic
and educational medium, literature functions as a powerful tool for intercultural
dialogue.

Literature as a Mirror and a Window

Literature operates simultaneously as a mirror and a window. As a mirror, it allows
readers to recognize their own cultural values, beliefs, and social norms reflected in
literary texts. This self-recognition strengthens cultural identity and awareness.

As a window, literature opens access to unfamiliar worlds, offering insight into the
traditions, family structures, and moral values of other societies. Through literary
characters and narratives, readers encounter ways of life different from their own,
which helps reduce cultural stereotypes and fosters mutual respect. In this sense,
literature promotes empathy by humanizing cultural differences rather than presenting
them as abstract concepts.

Developing Empathy Across Cultures

One of the most significant contributions of literature to intercultural
understanding is its ability to develop empathy. Literary works immerse readers in the
inner worlds of characters from diverse cultural, social, and historical backgrounds.
Themes such as migration, war, gender inequality, education, and identity allow readers
to emotionally engage with experiences that may be distant from their own realities.
From a psychological perspective, identifying with fictional characters enhances
emotional intelligence, while from a pedagogical standpoint, literature helps learners
move beyond the notion of “others” and recognize shared human emotions. As a result,
literature encourages readers to see cultural differences not as barriers but as sources
of learning and connection.

The Inseparability of Language and Culture in Literature

Language in literary texts is not merely a communication tool; it is a carrier of
culture. Idioms, metaphors, symbols, and stylistic choices reflect the national mentality
and cultural codes of a society.
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For instance, English, Korean, or Uzbek literary traditions each contain culturally
specific expressions that convey values, social relationships, and worldviews. Analyzing
such linguistic features allows readers to gain deeper cultural awareness. This
intersection of linguistics and literature demonstrates how language embodies cultural
identity, making literature an essential resource for intercultural competence.

World Literature as a Bridge Between Nations

World literature, particularly through translation, serves as a cultural bridge
connecting nations. When literary works are translated, national literatures gain access
to the global cultural space. Readers are introduced to the history, collective memory,
and philosophical perspectives of other societies.

Translation not only expands literary circulation but also promotes cross-cultural
dialogue. For example, connecting Korean, Uzbek, and English literary traditions
highlights both cultural uniqueness and shared human concerns, reinforcing the idea
that literature transcends national borders.

Literature in Education and Intercultural Competence

In educational contexts, literature plays a vital role in developing intercultural
competence. Incorporating multicultural texts into curricula encourages students to
engage with diverse perspectives and develop tolerance, open-mindedness, and critical
thinking skills.

Literature classrooms become spaces where cultural differences are discussed
constructively, fostering dialogue rather than division. Pedagogically, literary education
equips learners with the cognitive and emotional tools necessary to navigate
multicultural environments, making it particularly relevant in modern education
systems.

Postcolonial and Minority Literature

Postcolonial and minority literature adds academic depth to intercultural studies
by amplifying marginalized voices. These texts challenge dominant narratives and
address issues of identity, power, gender, and cultural justice.

By engaging with postcolonial and minority writers, readers gain insight into
historical inequalities and contemporary struggles. Such literature promotes
intercultural justice by encouraging readers to listen to voices that have often been
silenced, thereby enriching global literary discourse.

Digital Literature and Global Intercultural Dialogue

In the digital age, literature has expanded beyond traditional print formats into
global online platforms. Digital literature, including blogs, fan fiction, translated e-
books, and online reading communities, facilitates intercultural exchange, especially
among young people. These platforms allow readers from different cultural
backgrounds to interact, discuss literary texts, and share interpretations.

As a result, literature becomes a dynamic space for global intercultural dialogue,
reflecting the evolving nature of cultural interaction in the modern world.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, literature plays a fundamental role in promoting intercultural
understanding by offering readers meaningful access to diverse cultural experiences
and perspectives. By functioning as both a mirror and a window, literary texts
encourage self-reflection while fostering openness toward other cultures. Through
narrative engagement, literature develops empathy, challenges stereotypes, and
highlights shared human values that transcend cultural boundaries. Moreover, the
inseparable relationship between language and culture in literary discourse deepens
cultural awareness, while world literature and translation serve as vital bridges
connecting nations.

In educational contexts, multicultural and postcolonial literary works contribute
significantly to the development of intercultural competence, critical thinking, and
social responsibility. In the digital age, literature continues to evolve as a global platform
for intercultural dialogue, particularly among younger generations.

Therefore, literature remains an indispensable medium for cultivating cultural
awareness, tolerance, and mutual understanding in an increasingly interconnected
world.
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